
Regional open university 
education and lifelong learning

EUCEN conference “Building Bridges” 3.-5.6.2015, Istanbul Turkey 

Open University of the University of Jyväskylä, Finland 

Ph.D Merja Karjalainen
Ph.D Jukka Lerkkanen

M.Ed Paula Savela



The objective

• Describing a model of collaboration between the 
Open University and regional partner institutions 
to promote university life-long learning.

• The questions are: 

1. How to organize collaboration between 
university’s faculties, open university and 
regional partner institutions to promote 
ULLL? 

2. What kind of quality management 
procedures are used in collaboration? 



National policy

• The Finnish Universities Act (558/2009) provides 
that universities must promote lifelong learning 
by degree-awarding, continuing, or by open 
university education. 

• Open university education is provided at 14 
Finnish universities. (Finland)

• Open universities are integral parts of their 
universities, and they can also operate regionally.

• The objective is to offer everyone opportunities 
to develop their competences, to raise their level 
of education and to receive retraining. 



Open University 
of the University of Jyväskylä

• Open University is an independent institute that 
operates in cooperation with the University’s faculties.

• It is in charge of organizing and developing university 
education that promotes educational equality and 
lifelong learning. 

• The education is provided either as the University’s 
own instruction or in cooperation with currently 
around 60 regional partner institutions located in 
various parts of Finland. (Finland)

• These partners are providing also other types of adult 
education than open university education. 



Number of students registered to studies in counties in 2014
The grand total of 15 977 of which students at the open university 13 383 and at the partner institutions 2 594

● = partner insitution (around 60)
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Apply for the right to organize OU studies
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Www-pages for partner institutions

Seminar once a year for administrative staff and teaching staff

Co-operation visits to partner institutions

Educates the tutors

Co-operation throughout the acedamic year
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TRUST AND QUALITY ASSURANCE

Sign the written agreement of co-operation

Students register, fee (max 10 e/ECTS)

website & leaflet: How to implement studies

Curriculum

Production

of learning materials and 

instructions

Feedback from the students and partner insitutions

OU teachers: e-learning courses and assessing the study assignments

Partner institutions: Local teachers: teaching courses and assessing exams. Local tutors: guidance, 

supporting study skills

Teaching and learning support
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predetermined 
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Quality management 
procedures in collaboration 

• Teachers and tutors: predetermined qualifications & approval

• Co-operation agreements

• Website for partner institutions

• Seminar once a year

• Co-operation visits to partner institutions

• Co-operation during the academic year

• Student feedback-system: e-system when applying the 
certificate, total results of last year on the web-page
developing the OU studies

• Pedagogical laboratory: developing adult educational and e-
learning practices in the University of Jyväskylä



The questions 
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